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show their origin, and some have travelled even to us,
such as the apricot., from albaric ague; the artichoke,
from alca cJiqfa \ cotton, from al godon. Medicinal
plants were greatly studied, and the Arab physicians,
working on from the discoveries of Gelsus and Galen,
divided with the Jews all there was of healing skill or
knowledge ; and though anatomical studies were im-
possible to a devout believer, their surgeons made some
progress in discovery. Chemistry and alchemy alike
are derived from their words alkymia, altered from the
Greek. The terms alembic, alcohol, and alkali mark
their progress in discovery ; and the signs of apothe-
caries7 weight, only now falling into disuse, are a
remnant of the days when the leech was either a Moor
or a Jew.

Nor were women excluded from all these studies.
They studied enough to be companions to their hus-
bands ; and a lady named Maryam had a school for
young maidens at Seville, where they could acquire
scierfce, mathematics, and history, as well as lighter
arts. They went about veiled up to the eyes, and
never ate with men; but they were allowed to associate
with them in the courts and gardens of their beautiful
houses, and join in their conversations, music, and
poetry.

Their dress was much the same as that of the ladies
of North Africa. Full white rnuslin trousers were tied
at the ankle, and a long, full, white gilalah^ a mantle of
transparent muslin, covered the tighter vest and jacket,
both of brilliant colours, over which they wore gold
chains, necklaces, and bracelets, with strings of coral,
pearl, and amber ; while their hair was in little curls,
adorned with jewels and flowers. But all this was con-